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research in the Soviet Union, no observer could deny.
But has it given a new direction to scientific research?
Does it (as J. B. S. Haldane claims) enable the scientist to
tackle successfully problems which by any other technique
could not be tackled successfully? Is it in fact the starting
point for research projects in Russia; or is it merely
brought in at the end, as a bed of Procrustes into which the
results of research are fitted before publication?

The attitude of Russian scientists to these questions can
be set out with some precision. The extreme communist
view is that Russia cannot accept the scientific heritage of
the west, just as she cannot accept the artistic heritage of
the west; science must begin over again.1 This view is
regarded as irresponsible by most Soviet scientists and it is
even contrary to some of Lenin's statements. A much
commoner view, held by such workers as Kapitsa (physics),
Fersman (chemistry), Stern (physiology), and echoed by
Bernal,2 is that the science of the western world needs to be
re-interpreted in terms of dialectical materialism; the
implication being that if this is done, new relationships will
emerge. At the other extreme there is the view, widespread*
among Soviet scientists, but of course not expressed openly,
that dialectical materialism has no useful application to
the natural sciences, however profitable it may be in
sociology and economics. The English mathematician
Levy spoke for many Soviet scientists when he said that for
science, dialectical materialism 6 is primarily an interpretive
method rather than a method of detailed investigation *.3
Scientific research in Russia reflects these views from one,
extreme to the other. The outstanding impression, how-
ever, on the foreigner who works among Soviet scientists,
is that the bulk of Soviet science shows no sign of having
been influenced by Marxian philosophy at all; it has
clearly been carried out by western methods and it conforms

1 Cf. Prezent.   Yarovizatsfo 6 (9), 1936, pp. 25-52.
a The Social Function of Science, London, 1939.
* Aspects of Dialectical Materialism* Loadpa, 1934.